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THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE
1 Corinthians 13:13

The focus of our sermon this morning is on two phrases: the first one is ‘now remain’ and
the second one is ‘the greatest’. \We may wonder, what is meant by ‘now remain’, and what
are the things that now remain?

What does ‘the greatest’ mean? What is ‘the greatest’ and why?

I hope that we do not only attain the truth from the sermon, but we can also attain the
greatest grace and blessing.

The meaning of NOW REMAIN

NOW

1) Before the glorious second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and before the end of the
age. Now means the present age.

2) Before we die and our life ends. Now means a person’s lifetime.

REMAIN
1) the things which have true values in the present age and in a person’s lifetime.

2) the things which have eternal values in the present age and in a person’s lifetime.

WHAT ARE THE THINGS THAT NOW REMAIN?

Before we know God, we use human intellect and wisdom to assess what are the things
which are truly valuable and meaningful. Then the conclusion we get is: “money, materials,
fame, status, beauty, knowledge, wisdom, ability, capability, enjoyments in life, family,
marriage, children, health ....”. Needless to say, people who do not possess these things
feel sorrowful and helpless.

But sadly, even when people possess these, very often they are like the woman who went to
Jacob’s well to draw water. On the surface she owned everything but her heart was filled
with emptiness, sadness, loneliness, pain, fear and helplessness.

Thanks to God'’s grace, after we are saved by God’s Grace, through the apostle Paul, God
teaches us that the things which are truly valuable, meaningful and which endures forever
are ‘faith’, ‘hope’ and ‘love’.



1) ‘Faith’ is the type of faith that is pure and clean, steadfast, one that puts the trust in
God.

Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists

and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 10:23

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,
for he who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 4:16

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need.

2) ‘Hope’ is the type of hope with an attitude which waits patiently, wholeheartedly
looking unto God, and putting the hope in God.

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Titus 2:13

while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ

1 Peter 3:15

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have.

But do this with gentleness and respect

3) ‘Love’ is God'’s love

—love which is unconditional, without reservation and self-sacrificing



Romans 8:32

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things?

John 13:1

It was just before the Passover Festival.

Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world
and go to the Father.

Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

Jude 20-21

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up

in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,
keep yourselves in God'’s love

as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.

The meaning of ‘the greatest’

The synonym of ‘the greatest’ is ‘the most important’, ‘the most valuable’, ‘the most
meaningful’, ‘the most needed’.

This is something that is indispensable in the whole age and lives of mankind.
What is the ‘greatest’?

The apostle Paul gave us the answer:

But the greatest of these is love.

To compare among faith, hope and the love of God, the greatest is the ‘Love of God

The reasons why the love of God is the greatest

1) The greatest need

John 17: 26

I have made you known to them,

and will continue to make you known in order that

the love you have for me may be in them



and that | myself may be in them.”

Men are created in the image of God. God is love. In a person’s life, since the day he is born
until the day he passes away, he needs love and he needs to be loved. When a person is
filled with love he can love others. It is more blessed to give than to receive. His own life is
contented and rich. There is peace, joy, kindness, mercy and holiness in him. When a
person attains someone else’s love and care, his soul gets comfort, warmth, sustenance,
healing and satisfaction. On the contrary, if a person lacks love or is deprived of love, his
soul becomes empty, drained, weary and burdened. More sadly, the life is filled with
selfishness, greed, bitterness, hatred, jealousy, self-indulgence etc. So that he will sin and
do evil.

2) The greatest motivation

2 Corinthians 5: 14-15

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died.

And he died for all, that those who live

should no longer live for themselves

but for him who died for them and was raised again.

The reason why a person can be positive and strive for improvement, can do his best and
work hard which is manifested in the way he lives, he studies or works and in the ways he
conducts himself — behind him there must be a force which drives him forward. This force
can be his objective or ideal, or it can be for the sake of other people. However, there are
limitations or reservations to these driving forces. And these driving forces may even
disappear. It is only the love of God, the great sacrificial love of the redemption of Christ,
which can transform into boundless power of motivation. It compels us to be willingly pay the
price and even sacrifice ourselves to love God and love other people.

3) The greatest testimony

John 13:35

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”

The most lamentable phenomenon in the world is the falling apart of various interpersonal
relationships - the hurts, indifference of people, insincere love, short-lived love, calculating
love — they all cause us to be discouraged and disappointed, sad and sorrowful. However, if
those who belong to God can love God and love other people with the love from God, what a
good and pleasant scenario it will be. Then it can be a testimony that glorifies God.



