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Melbourne Chinese Christian Jireh Fellowship

Bible Theology

3) Understanding God’s salvation from the Bible

“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do
not drift away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and
disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those
who heard him.” (Hebrews 2:1-3)

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you,
searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and
the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves
but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into
these things. (1 Peter 1:10-12)

2. Salvation that liberates us from the bondage of sin
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

“.. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,” (Revelation 1:5)

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age,” (Titus 2:11-12)

“For we know that our old self so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin — because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”
(Romans 6:6-7)

(A) Our motivation for being liberated from the bondage of sin
1) Motivation for giving thanks to God (Romans 6:15-18)

“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Don’t
you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are
slaves to the one whom you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death,
or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you
used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teachings to which you
were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness.”
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2) Motivation for honoring God (Hebrews 10:26-31)

“If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no
sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that
will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think
a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has
treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has
insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; | will
repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a dreadful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”

3) Motivation for testifying for God (Romans 13:11-14)

“And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from
your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night
is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.
Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify
the desires of sinful nature.”

4) Motivation for serving God (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

“In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay;
some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the
latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and
prepared to do any good work.”

(B) Our attitude towards being liberated from the bondage of sin
1) Fear of sinning (2 Peter 2:4-6)

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into
gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he
brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness,
and seven others; if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to
ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly.”

The example of Joseph: “.. How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”
(Genesis 39:9)

2) Hate of sinning (2 Corinthians 11:2-3)

“Iam jealous for you with a godly jealousy. | promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that |
might present you as a pure virgin to him. But | am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the
serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure
devotion to Christ.”

The example of Moses: “When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the
dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to
pieces at the foot of the mountain.” (Exodus 32:19)
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3) Ashamed of sinning (1 Corinthians 15:33-34)

“Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” Come back to your senses as you
ought, and stop sinning, for there are some who are ignorant of God — | say this to your
shame.”

The example of Ezra: “...0 my God, | am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to
you, my God, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to
the heavens.” (Ezra 9:6)

4) Contriteness towards sinning (1 Corinthians 5:1-2)

“It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not
occur even among pagans: a man has his father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you
rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?”

The example of David: “...A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” (Psalm
51:17)

(C) Our actions towards being liberated from the bondage of sin

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of
sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his
law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.”
(Psalms 1:1-3)

Dear brothers and sisters, the Lord Jesus Christ through the cross, defeated the devil, Satan
who has power over death. Also through the cross, he has rescued us and freed us from
the power and bondage of sin. But we must remember, that God’s grace does not
eliminate the duty and responsibility of man. Therefore we must not only have the correct
motivation to be liberated from the bondage of sin, but also have the correct attitude
towards being liberated from the bondage of sin. Most importantly, we must also have
the following 5 correct actions towards being liberated from the bondage of sin, so that
we are no long slaves to sin, but become slaves to our Lord Jesus Christ, to be slaves to
righteousness, and to bear fruit of righteousness:

1) Do not walk in the counsel of the wicked

The counsel of the wicked is the twisted, corrupt and wicked thoughts and perspectives that the
devil Satan has spread throughout the history of mankind. When the thoughts and
perspectives of man have been tainted, the idea to sin is planted, so that involuntarily, they
become a person who sins and does evil. Therefore, we must, through God’s holy truths, be
cleansed, purified and renewed from our past incorrect and twisted thoughts and
perspectives.

2) Do not stand in the way of sinners

In the world, many people stand in the way of sinners, to live sinful and evil lives that enjoy the
pleasures of sin. Christian saints continue to live in the world, and cannot leave the world,
but they must keep a distance and be separated from those who continue to sin and do evil,
and who do not repent. Otherwise, we will be influenced, and will be tainted, or even
become complicit and people who sin and do evil.

(3/4)



3) Do not sit in the seat of mockers

In the world, there are many places, many groups and many situations, where God is mocked
and blasphemed. For example, bars, casinos, vice establishments, temples, places that
worship idols, parades of homosexuals, etc. These are the seats of mockers, and these do not
please God and are places and situations that He detests and abhors. If Christian saints
often find themselves in these environments, they not only incur God’s wrath, but
become mockers, and people who sin are do evil.

4) Consistently draw near to the Lord

For a Christian saint to be liberated from the bondage of sin, other than the avoidance of
negative influences: “Do not walk in the counsel of the wicked”, “do not stand in the way of
sinners” and “do not sit in the seat of mockers”, they must also have positive actions. Of
these, the most important is to “delight in the Lord”, which has the same meaning as
“consistently draw near to the Lord”. For when we consistently draw close to the Lord, then
we can have enough strength of life, can be liberated from the bondage of sin, and can resist
the temptation and deception of sin.

5) On His law, meditate day and night

If a Christian saint wants to be liberated from the bondage of sin, or to bear the fruit of
righteousness, other than “consistently drawing close to the Lord”, they must also have an
action of “meditating on His law day and night”. Because the law of the Lord Jesus Christ is
spirit and is life. The law of the Lord Jesus Christ has power, and the Spirit of truth, through
the law of the Lord, gives us heavenly strength and spiritual strength, so that we can not only
be liberated from the bondage of sin, but can bear the fruit of righteousness.

Pastor’s reflection:

“but | see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a
wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God —
through Jesus Christ our Lord!...” (Romans 7:23-25)
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